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This past August, KWA volunteers assisted the Conemaugh Valley Conservancy 
and California University (Cal U) in surveying three tributaries of the Kiski 
River; Beaver Run, Carnahan Run, and Roaring Run. All streams are classified 
as a warm water fisheries. Basic field water chemistry appeared to indicate 
good water quality with a high pH (>7.50) and high dissolved oxygen levels. 
Although there were no trout present in our survey of Beaver Run, the  

KWA continued their annual trout stocking of the 
Kiski River in 2020. The funds raised allowed for a 
large stocking to occur in May from Apollo to 
Leechburg. Even though the Kiski River isn’t a cold 
water fishery, we’ve had great success with this 
every year. In many cases, the trout will find their 
way to a cold water fishery tributary of the Kiski 
River. Watch our Facebook page to see when we’ll 
stock the Kiski River this spring.  

Fish Survey Completed On Three Tributaries of the Kiski  
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Booker Passive Treatment System 
In 2020, KWA applied for and received a $500 grant from the Western Pennsylvania 
Coalition of Abandoned Mine Reclamation (WPCAMR) and the Appalachian Region 
Independent Power Producers Association (ARIPPA). The funds received will be used 
to purchase a weed wacker to assist with maintaining the Booker Passive Treatment 
System. Annual maintenance to remove vegetation and fallen tree leaves is necessary 
to ensure the channel that conveys water from the abandoned mine discharge to the 
first treatment pond of the system remains clear.  

2020 in Review 

previous collection of trout in 2016 would 
keep the stream as a natural reproducing 
trout stream with no reason to change this 
classification. The stream seems to be in 
good health and supports a diverse group of 
fish, namely darter species. Beaver Run had 

the greatest abundance of fish species with Mottled Sculpin being the dominant  
species. Carnahan Run had the most diverse group of fish species with 19, likely 
from river species moving up into the stream. Creek Chub were the dominant    
species here. Roaring Run had several pollution intolerant species, and ones not 
found in the  other streams (Brown Trout, Stonecat, and Spotfin Shiner). Spotfin 
Shiners and Creek Chub were the dominant species followed by Brown Trout. In 
early fall, the Pa Fish and Boat Commission completed a wild trout survey and 
found all three required age classes to classify Roaring Run as a wild trout stream. 

A Brown Trout found in Roaring 
Run. 

Annual Trout Stocking 



 In June, KWA continued their Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up of River 
Road from Kiskimere to North Vandergrift. In the two mile stretch vol-
unteers managed to remove many bags of litter from the road edges. 

 In August, KWA members gathered to remove trash from the stretch of 
Route 66 from Leechburg to The River’s Edge Canoe & Kayak. 

 
NEW VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!!!  
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR 2021 CLEAN-UP EVENTS ON OUR FACEBOOK 
PAGE! 

https://www.facebook.com/kiskiwatershed 

Reminder to current members: memberships are due April 1st of each 
year. 

Interested in becoming a member and/or getting involved with us?   
Attend one of our monthly meetings on the final Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. Please check our Facebook page for the updated meeting loca-
tion and time. 

Leechburg Canoe/Kayak Launch 

New Trail Steps: 
In November, Nathan Alexander from Boy Scout Troop # 501 of Allegheny Township 
installed a new set of trail steps as part of his Eagle Scout project. These steps were  
installed along the beginning section of the trail that has a steep decline. KWA would like 
to send a huge thank you to Nathan, Stanford Home Center for donating the lumber, 
Roaring Run Watershed Association for donating the railroad ties, and all the volunteers 
that made this project possible. Congratulations Nathan on becoming an Eagle Scout!!  

West Leechburg Native Plant Preserve  

In 2020, KWA applied to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy’s Canoe Access Development Fund to install a new 
canoe/kayak launch in Leechburg, PA. KWA was awarded the grant in December of 2020 and is working with 
Leechburg on lining up additional funding for the project to be constructed in the summer of 2021. The proposed 
location of the launch is near the gazebo in the Leechburg Riverfront Park, that’s located behind the plaza in 
Leechburg.  

Website coming soon. 

For a printable membership application please 

send an email to Chelsea@wcdpa.com 

Greg Wall- 2019 

Outstanding 

Watershed Individual 

Award from ACD  

In March of 2020, Armstrong 
Conservation District hosted 
their Annual Awards Banquet at 
Lenape Tech. KWA member Greg 
Wall received the Outstanding 
Watershed Individual award for 
his work in the watershed. 
 
THANK YOU GREG FOR ALL 
THAT YOU DO FOR KWA! 

Stream Clearing: 
In October, KWA members got together with volunteers from the community to work on a stream maintenance    
project at the West Leechburg Native Plant Reserve. Over recent years, it has become apparent that the trail that 
runs along the stream bank is being threatened by the stream's natural movement due to fallen trees. Volunteers were 
able to go in and remove some of the trees and man-made debris with chainsaws and by hand to redirect some of the 
water that was causing the streambanks to erode along the walking trail.  

Clean-Ups 


